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Welcome to the 
new Super Soccer 


1997 is shaping 
up as another 
exciting year for 
soccer in New 
South Wales, 
especially as we 
head down the 
road to a uni- 
fied approach 
to the game in 
this state. 

We kick off 
the season 
with the re- 
introduction 
of the Pre- 
Season Cup 
and with $11,000 in prizemoney, the twelve 
Super League clubs will be eager to start off 
the season on a high. 

Once the Super League competition itself 
kicks off in March all teams should be 
primed for what appears to be a very evenly 
contested and exciting season. The entry of 
Sydney United into the Super League fold 
will be watched very closely, as they strive to 
make the club the first fully professional out- 
fit in Australia. 

The remaining NSW based clubs that play 
in the Ericsson Cup will no doubt watch with 
interest. 

Also kicking off this weekend is the new 
sixteen team First Division, which is promis- 
ing to provide supporters with a feast of 
great football. 

| would also like to wish every club that is 
playing throughout the Federation Divisions 
all the very best for 1997. 

Lastly | would like to welcome every 
soccer supporter to take a 
look at our new and 
improved Super Soccer 
magazine throughout 1997. 


SOCCER 
FEDERATION 


PETER GRAY 
President 
NSW Soccer Federation 
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ves come to another season of 
exciting soccer and the new look Super Soccer 
program - a brighter and breezier read. 

We say goodbye for the time being to past 
champions Warringah Dolphins, Rockdale City 
Suns and the Illawarra Lions. 

But we extend a warm selcome to Sydney 
United, a most progressive-thinking club from 
Edensor Park in the city’s south west. 

Super Soccer also extends its greetings to 
the code of newly appointed United chairman, 
Dr John Hewson. 


Soccer in this state and 
country has undergone 
tremendous changes over 
the past 12 months. 


Witness the appointment of former England 
mentor Terry Venables and his first-up Success 
with the home-grown Socceroo squad in the 
recently completed four nations Optus World 
Soccer Series. 

Likewise we cannot overlook the contribution 
of former coach Eddie Thomson to the game at 
the national level. 

A vibrant and successful Socceroo program 
needs a strong base. 

To that end the NSW Soccer Federation, 
through its total commitment to Super League 
and _ its vast 
feeder clubs 
intends just that. 

To all the 
clubs participat- 
ing in the Pre- 
Season Cup 
competition we 
wish them all 
the best of 
luck. 


PETER 
KOGOY 
Editor 


SUPER LEAGUE 1997 Preview 


IT HASN’T TAKEN LONG BUT AGAIN A NEW SEASON IS UPON 
US AND THE 1997 SUPER LEAGUE SEASON IS SHAPING AS 
ONE OF THE MOST EVENLY BALANCED IN RECENT MEMORY. 
THIS MAY SOUND LIKE AN OLD CLICHE BUT IF THE 
OFF-SEASON PLAYER MOVEMENT IS ANYTHING TO GO BY, WE 
ARE LOOKING AT A VERY COMPETITIVE COMPETITION. DAVID 
COOPER CHECKS OUT WHAT IS IN STORE FOR US. 


prised many but they see this as a stepping 

stone towards full-time professionalism and 
their results will be monitored with keen interest, 
especially by the other NSW based Ericsson Cup 
clubs. 

The reduction down to twelve teams also means 
that the talent is spread a little better with both 
Warringah Dolphins and Rockdale City Suns hit hard 
by their drop to the First Division. 

We will take a look at the what has been happen- 
ing in the off-season and assess the chances of the 
twelve teams in the Pre-season Cup. 


T: inclusion of Sydney United may have sur- 


Adamstown Rosebud provided the surprise 
of 1996 by being the first team into the grand final 
virtue of being on top after the first round of match- 
es. Though they relaxed in the second half of the year, 
Adamstown put up a terrific show in the grand final 
with many saying ‘the better side lost’. 

However 1997 is a new year and a new 
coach is on the scene after Neville Power 
decided ten years was enough years at 
the helm and passed the reigns to 
champion player Graham Jennings. 

They will go into 1997 with 
much the same squad as last season, 
however they will be minus a couple 
of players namely Liam McGuire 
and Liam Baker who are playing for 
the Newcastle Breakers. For the first 
few weeks in the Pre-Season Cup 
however Jennings will be relying on 
many younger players as quite a num- 
ber of his players are still negotiating con- 
tracts. 

Jennings with all his experience is sure to get 
the most out of his players and once again they will 
prove hard to beat up in Newcastle. 


The interesting point when talking about 
the Bankstown City Lions chances this year, is how 
they will fare without the services of Nikolce Joseski 
up front for them. As the leading goalscorer for the 
past two seasons, he was snapped up by Wollongong 
City. Coach David Mijalkov, in his second season, 
would have been happy with the teams performances 


last year especially in 
attack where they scored 53 goals. But with Joseski 
missing and Saso Petrovski going across to 
Parramatta, they will be a little thin up front. 
Bankstown have however made three good sign- 
ings, with goalkeeper Tony Kostadinovski coming 
across from St. George, while Tony Josevski and 
Robert Gomez have both moved across from arch 
rivals Rockdale and will add strength to the midfield. 
Will be strong again in 1997 but all will depend 
on whether they can get the ball in the back of the 
net this year with no real striker of note up front. 


The 1996 season was a disaster for 


Blacktown City, finishing in a lowly tenth position. 

As one of the premier teams in the Super 
League, this was a rude shock and the off-season has 
seen a great deal of player movement. The axe fell 
on almost half the first grade squad with the 
Demons recruiting no less than seven top quality 
players in a bid to once again be the premier 
club in the State League. 

With Dragan Pupovac and John 
Crawley both on the move, the 
Demons have bought well in the 

goalkeeping department in secur- 

ing Fernando Greco from 

Parramatta. Greco, who was on 

loan to Warringah in 1996, had an 

excellent season with the Dolphins 

and tops off a well balanced 

defence, strengthened by Steve 
Hickman and the return of Scott 
Ashton. 

Pat Bradley’s forced layoff due to a 

shoulder injury is a big blow however Bob 

Daley has lured Jeff Suzor away from 
Bonnyrigg and picked up Ivo De Jesus from 
Rockdale to strengthen the midfield. Along with 
Demon’s captain Steve Berry (above left) they will 
form a very formible midfield combination. 

Stuart Cleary and Dean Harding will certainly 
give the attack a great deal of depth. 

The Demons at least on paper should once again 
figure strongly throughout the year and will be hard 
to beat in the Pre-season Cup with many teams still 
not settled on players. 


‘SSS 
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Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
coach John Turner (below right) faces 
another stern year, with a number of 
his prominent players leaving. 

Suzor’s move across to 
Blacktown and Craig 
Moffitt’s retirement are by 
far his biggest losses for 
the ’97 season. 

Darren Tocca’s 
signing will be the key 
to their finals chances 
in 97. He is a very hot 
and cold player and will 
need to put in a lot of 
consistent performances. 

The Eagles are hoping 
that ex-Argentinian Gonzalo Silva 
can display the goods that he is very 
capable of doing. As skilful as he is, he 
failed to get a regular start with 
Parramatta in 96, but should get more 
play time with the Eagles and really 
blossom. 

Other notable signings include 
Paul Richardson from Sydney Cosmos, 
Johnny Cam back from Malaysia and 
Daniel Crowden is hoping to resurrect 
his career after taking a number of 
years off. 

Bonnyrigg are always a very unpre- 
dictable side and will probably find the 
pre-season more of a building period. 


Canterbury Marrickville are 
another side hoping for a much 
improved 1997 after a very disappoint- 
ing 96 which saw them finish in thir- 
teenth position and under threat of 
possible relegation. 

Last season proved a real struggle 
and but for a late season revival they 
could have been fighting for the wood- 
en spoon with Macarthur. 

However the return of successful 
coach John Xipolitas will surely be a 
boost for the Berries. 

Xipolitas has gone for youth in his 
attempt to lift them, bringing with him 
from Belmore Jim Nikas and Jose 
Mendes. After a short stint with 
Blacktown City at the end of last sea- 
son, Con Paradisis has joined the 
Berries and will certainly press for a 
wide position. 

However they will rely on the expe- 
rience of Spiro Hantzis and Zoran Tlic, 
while he is hoping the likes of Matthew 
Percy, Robbie Jerkovic and Kon 
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Tsaousidis will be ready in time for the 
season start. 


Central Coast made a very 
promising beginning to their first 
year in the top echelons of the 
State League, surprising 
many to finish fourth at 
the halfway stage before 
fading away in the sec- 
ond round, finishing a 
creditable eighth. 
Having to rely on 
many youngsters, 
coach Vic Bozanic did 
a fantastic job but he fell 
out with the Coasties 
management during the 
off-season and has been 
replaced by Allan Bourke. 

Bourke will again have much the 
same squad as last year but will be 
minus some experienced players in 
Dale Eggleton and Steve Lilley (both 
retired), while they are resigned to los- 
ing Steve Cutler due to work committ- 
ments. 

The only signing to date is that of 
experienced keeper David 
Fitzsimmons but they looking at pick- 
ing up several players in the next few 
weeks. However for now Bourke is 
happy with his squad and is confident 
his younger players will come through. 


Leichhardt Tigers are anoth- 
er of the big clubs who have 
scouted around in the off- 
season and picked up some 
very useful players. 

Coach Tony 
Pezzano is determined 
to put an end to their 
inconsistency and 
make 1997 the Year of 
the Tiger. 

Despite losing the 
services of Stuart 
Cleary to Blacktown, 
Pezzano has covered his 
departure by signing top 
goalscorer Eric Williams on 
loan from Rockdale. Damien 
Smith, the former Federation Gold 
Medal winner, is at the Tigers with 
hopes of signing as is Fabio Macolino, 
while Pezzano is hopeful of at least two 
more signing’s before the start of the 
competition proper. 

Put these players amongst 
Mikuletic, Pettenon, King and 


Telisman, you have a side which will be 
pushing hard for honours in 97. 


What can Macarthur do to turn 
around a disastrous 1996 which saw 
them finish way behind at the foot of 
the table. 

Surviving to live another day in the 
Super League, the Rams cannot afford 
another bad year and long serving 
coach Hugh McCrory will be praying 
for better times. 

It looks as though, McCrory will 
once again have to rely on youth and 
he hopes they have learned a lot from 
last season. 

McCrory has a couple of new sign- 
ings, with the most interesting one 
being that of Gerald Gonthier from the 
Seychelles Islands. Reports are that he 
is quite a handy midfield player with an 
eye for a goal. 

Captain and goalkeeper David 
Hayes (right) will be hoping for 
another outstanding season. In many 
matches he kept his side in the game 
with a string of magnificent saves. 

Indications are they will again 
struggle in 1997 and will be thankful 
for a position around the middle of the 
table. 


The team to beat in 1997 is 
obviously Parramatta Eagles after an 
impressive return to the State League 
in 1996. A grand final win over 
Adamstown and a narrow loss to 
Sydney United in the Waratah 
Cup final, was the perfect 
tonic after suffering a 
rather tumultous period 
in late 1995 and early 
1996. 

Will undoubtedly 
miss their best player 
of last year Anthony 
Surjan (Wollongong 
City) but have picked 

up several good players 
that should alievate that 
loss. Stephane Jee and 
Steve Karavatakis will fill 
important roles in the midfield 

while Saso Petrovski will add depth 
to their attacking lineup. 

They are one of the favourites to 
take out both the Pre-season Cup and 
the Super League competition. 


Frank Lang makes a long 


awaited return to the coaching ranks of 


the Super League, taking over at St. 
George from Peter Katholos. With 
Katholos’ departure however, a num- 
ber of players have decided to depart as 
well leaving Lang with a team of 
youngsters to rely on for at least the 
Pre-Season Cup. 

The only players with more than 
five years experience are Paul Carter, 
John Pillemer and Michael Grbevski, 
with most of his players in the squad 
coming up from last years Under 21 
team. 

The losses of Buonavoglia, 
Karavatakis, | Kostadinovski and 
Katholos and most likely Blago 
Milicevic has left his squad very thin 
indeed. 

As yet, Lang has been unable to 
add any name players to his squad and 
will have to totally rely on the above 
three to guide his young charges. 


Sutherland ust have won- 
dered what they had to do to get 
something out of last season. They did 
get the premiership but in a season 
where there was no finals series, it all 
seemed a bit of a waste. 

Were by far the most consistent 


side all year, going on a unbeaten run 
of 22 matches and missing out on the 
final courtesy of defeat by Parramatta 
in the final premiership game of the 
season. 

The Sharks though are confident of 
a similar year. They go into the season 
with a very familiar look, with 
Andrew Dowling and Dean 
Klower the only two players 
that will be not be at the 
Sharks this year, while 
Stuart Porter is only a 
50/50 chance of play- 
ing. 
Their only new 
signing is Anthony Versi 
and will take his place 
next to last Federation 
Gold Medal winner 
Grant Bard in attack. The 
Sharks will again be amongst 
the frontrunners in 797. 


The most talked about issue 

of the off-season was the inclusion of 
Sydney United into the 1997 competi- 
tion. Most people will watch, their 
progress with interest and what will 
happen when their Ericsson Cup com- 


mittments finish in May. 

Currently sitting top of the 
Ericsson Cup table, United will take a 
mostly young (Under 21) team into 
the initial stages of the season before a 
number of their lst Grade and Youth 

League players make the transi- 
tion to the Super League 
side. 

Coach John Doyle 
will have a tough first 
few months but has 
a number of very 
talented kids at his 
disposal who will 
be out to impress. 
He will have a 
few players with 
experience behind 
them, namely Fabian 
Screpis, George Saad, 
Dominic Usalj and Steve 
Zoric, while Zan Kukucka 
and John Cannuli have a lot of 
promise. 

Difficult to gauge how the season 
will go for them but the Pre-Season 
will definitely be a learning curve for 
many of these players. 


COERVER 
COACHING 


ZONE 1 


COERVER COACHING 


Now you can learn the moves of the World’s 
greatest players by attending a Coerver Camp 
(12 hours) or school (10 hours). 


For more Information on your nearest Coerver Camp or School please contact Soccer New South 
Wales Coerver Coaching Division on (02) 9629 1800 or your nearest Coerver Zone Manager. 


St George, Eastern Suburbs, Sutherland Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Max Groll Ph: 9542 5641 or 0419 491 947 
ZONE 2 Bankstown, Canterbury, Granville Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Mathew Kelso (042) 942 445 or 017 914 031 


ZONE 3 _ Illawarra Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Glenn Fontana (042) 716 844 or 0414 924 015 

ZONE 4 Macarthur, Southern Districts Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Trevor Morgan 9890 2915 or 014 843 709 

ZONE 5 Blacktown, Nepean Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Keith Healey (045) 732 052 or 014 843 709 

ZONE 6 Manly Warringah, Gladesville/Hornsby, Ku-ring-gai Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Mathew Shepherd 9661 8469 

ZONE 7 Central Coast Assoc. MANAGER Allan Bourke (043) 320 609 or 019 907 156 

ZONE 10 Eurobodalla, Far South Coast, Highlands, Shoalhaven, Southern Tablelands Soccer Assoc. MANAGER Norm Boardman 015 108 117 


“The World's No. 1 Soccer Skills Teaching Method” 
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ROUND 1 February 8-9 


SOUTHERN GROUP 


Sutherland Sharké v St 
Macarthu Aew v Ban 


/ 
FE any Saints 
kStown City Lions 


Canterbury M/Ville v Leichhardt Tigers 


NORTHERN GROUP -~ 


/ 
Blacktown City (ried V Bonnyrigg White Eagles 


Parramatta Eagles v Sydney United 
Central Coast v Adamstown Rosebud 


ROUND 2 February 15-16 


SOUTHERN GROUP 


Canterbury M/Ville v Macarthur Rams 


St George Saints v Bankstown City Lions 


Sutherland Sharks v Leichhardt Tigers 


NORTHERN GROUP 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Sydney United 


Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles 


Adamstown Rosebud v_ Blacktown City Demons 


ROUND 3 February 22-23 


SOUTHERN GROUP 


St George Saints v Canterbury M/Ville 


Sutherland Sharks v Bankstown City Lions 


Macarthur Rams v Leichhardt Tigers 
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Saturday Seymour Shaw Park 


Saturday Seymour Shaw Park 
Saturday Seymour Shaw Park 


Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 


Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 


Saturday 
Saturday 
Saturday 


Saturday 
Saturday 
Saturday 


Melita Stadium 
Melita Stadium 
Pluim Park 


© 


St George Stadium 
St George Stadium 
St George Stadium 


Pluim Park 
Pluim Park 
Adamstown Oval 


Lynwood Park 
Lynwood Park 
Lynwood Park 


3pm 
5pm 
7pm 


5pm 
7pm 
7pm 


3 pm 
5pm 
7pm 


4pm 
6pm 
6pm 


3pm 
5pm 
7pm 


4 


ROUND 3 February 22-23 (ont) 


NORTHERN GROUP 

Blacktown City Demons v Sydney United 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Central Coast 
Adamstown Rosebud v Parramatta Eagles 


ROUND 4 March 1-2 


SOUTHERN GROUP 


Leichhardt Tigers v St George Saints 
Sutherland Sharks v Macarthur Rams 
Bankstown City Lions v Canterbury M/Ville 


NORTHERN GROUP 


Sydney United v Central Coast 
Bonnyrigg W.E. v Adamstown Rosebud 
Blacktown City Demons v Parramatta Eagles 


ROUND 5 March 8-9 


SOUTHERN GROUP 


Macarthur Rams v St George Saints 
Bankstown City Lions v Leichhardt Tigers 
Sutherland Sharks v Canterbury M/Ville 


NORTHERN GROUP 


Black. City Demons v Central Coast 
Sydney United v Adamstown Rosebud 
Parramatta Eagles v Bonnyrigg W.E. 


FINAL - MARCH 16, 1997 


Winner (Southern) _v Winner (Northern) 


Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 


Saturday 
Saturday 
Saturday 


Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 


Sunday 
Sunday 
Sunday 


Saturday 
Saturday 
Saturday 


Sunday 


Gabbie Stadium 
Gabbie Stadium 
Adamstown Oval. 


St George Stadium 
St George Stadium 
St George Stadium 


Gabbie Stadium 
Gabbie Stadium 
Gabbie Stadium 


Seymour Shaw Park 
Seymour Shaw Park 
Seymour Shaw Park 


Melita Stadium 
Melita Stadium 
Melita Stadium 


Gabbie Stadium 


4pm 
6pm 
6pm 


3pm 
5pm 
7pm 


3pm 
5pm 
7pm 


38pm 
5pm 
7pm 


3pm 
5pm 
7pm 


5pm 
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Team Colours 
Blue Shirts 
Blue Shorts 


Blue Socks 
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Kick Off 3.00pm 


SUTHERLAND 
SHIRE 


Team Colours 
White Shirts 
White Shorts 
White Socks 


Kick Off 5.00pm 


Team Colours 
Maroon Shirts 
Grey Shorts 
Grey Socks 
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Canterbury Marrickville Vs Leichhardt Tigers 


Seymour Shaw Park 
Saturday February 8th 


Coach - John Xipolitas 


Steve Tolios - 1 

Michael Raeburn - 2 
Spiro Hantzis - 3 

Angelo Markopoulos - 4 
John Manolopoulos - 5 
Matthew Shepherd - 6 
Con Paradisis - 7 

Zoran llic - 9 

Steve Christoforidis - 10 
Juliano Damjano - 11 
Nick Polimenakos - 12 
George Kategiannis - 13 
Steve Georgallis - 14 
Bryan Raeburn - 15 
Nick Oustambasidis - 16 
John Christou - 17 
Achilles Markopoulos - 18 
Nathan Hall - 19 
Richard Patrizi - 20 
Michael Tsigolis - 21 

Jim Nikas - 23 

Jose Mendes - 24 

John Tsilinikos - 27 


TANTERSUBY 


OLYMPIC 


V7 
SOCCER FonTeALt C98 
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1 - Frank Mikuletic 
2 - Paul Bourke 

3 - Craig King 

4 - Jeremy Pettenon 
5 - Martin Driene 

6 - Fabio Macolino 
7 - Damien Smith 

8 - Mite Talcevski 


9 - John Buonavoglia _ 


10 - Eric Williams 
11 - Sasha Telisman 
12 - Anthony Tesoro 
13 - David Blinoff 
14 - Adrian Lara 

15 - Frank lanni 

20 - Ante Covic 


LEICHHARDT 


TIGERS 


Team Colours 
Marroon Shirts 
Blue Shorts 
Marroon Socks 


ouezzaqg Auoy - 49e0) 


Blacktown City Demons Vs Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
Melita Stadium 


“Fernando Greco - 1 
Jeff Doyle - 2 

Steve Hickman - 3 
Damon Langan - 4 
Damien Foxe - 5 
Jeff Suzor - 6 

Ivo De Jesus - 7 
Steve Berry - 8 
Stuart Cleary - 9 
Sarkis Boudaher - 10 
Dean Harding - 11 


Jay Anderson - 12 
Scott Ashton - 14 
Goran Vulic - 15 

Glen Geppart - 18 

David Morgans - 20 


Coach - Bob Daley 


Sunday February 9th 


1 - Mladen Kos 

2 - Pat Agius 

3 - David Petrovic 

4 - Alen Stajcic 

5 - Johnny Ghisso 

6 - Javier Mancino 

7 - Darren locca 

8 - Johnny Cam 

9 - Mirko Ninkovic 
10 - Robert Sacco 

11 - Paul Richardson 
12 - Milan Gajic 

13 - Dragan Novakovic 
14 - Daniel Crowden 
15 - James Galea 

16 - Adriano Maiorca 
20 - Mark Nestorovic 


Team Colours 
Red Shirts 


Blue Shorts 
Red Socks 


Jouiny uyof —- y>e0) 
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Parrammatta Eagles Vs Sydney United 


Melita Stadium 
Sunday February 9th 


Team Colours 
White Shirts 
White Shorts 
White Socks 


jesenovic 


Coach - Doug Ut 


Jason Holmes - 1 
George Souris - 2 
Mark Reveley - 3 
David Huxley - 4 
Stephane Jee - 5 

Tony Danaskos - 6 
David Harding - 7 
Malcolm Meilak - 8 
Scott Gilbert - 9 
Christian Ortiz - 10 
Geoff Gunning - 11 
Sasha Utjesenovic - 12 
Steve Karavatakis - 13 
Saso Petrovski - 14 
Mauricio Islas - 15 
Kire Josevski - 16 
Barry Smith - 20 
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1 - Sean Cahill 

2 - Dorin Karpes 

3 - Chad Karpes 

4 - Robert Hanzek 
5 - Daniel Kennedy 
6 - Larry Mullen 

7 - Fabian Screpis 
8 - George Saad 

9 - Dominic Usalj 
10 - Steve Zoric 

11 - Ante Peric 

12 - Terry Sperber 
13 - Scott Tozer 

14 - Jason Curic 

15 - Zan Kukucka 
16 - John Cannuli 
17 - Zia Younan 

18 - Marco Zammarrelli 


Team Colours 


Red Shirts 
White Shorts 
Blue Socks 


ajAog uyof{ - y>e0) 


Kick Off 7.00pm 


Team Colours | 

Red & Blue J Eile ee ae Team Colours 
Shirts. ee ee Green Shirts 

Red Shorts Be ae ve ee Red Shorts 
Red Socks Sepa ee Red Socks 


CENTRAL COAST 
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RIGHT: JASON 
HOLMES 
(PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES) Is 
PRESENTED WITH 
THE REAL 
‘GOALKEEPER OF 
THE YEAR’ AWARD 
BY SOCCER NSW 
BOARD DIRECTOR 
AND NSW 
AMATEUR SOCCER 
FEDERATION 
GENERAL 
MANAGER, MR 
PETER THOMAS 


ABOVE: PARRAMATTA EAGLES 

CLUB CAPTAIN GEOFF GUNNING IS PRESENTED WITH 

THE CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY BY STATE OPPOSITION MINISTER 
FOR SPORT, RECREATION & TOURISM, MR CHRIS DOWNEY 


ABOVE: NIKOLCE JOSESKI FROM 
‘THE BANKSTOWN CITY LIONS 
ABOVE: SUTHERLAND i BEING PRESENTED WITH HIS SEC- 
SHIRE SHARKS COACH PETER 


OND SUCCESSIVE ‘GOLDEN BoorT’ 
TERRY, SAYING A FEW WORDS AFTER AWARD BY NSW BOARD ~ ABOVE: SUTHERLAND SHIRE SHARKS CAPTAIN 
BEING NAMED ‘COACH OF THE YEAR’ DIRECTOR MR JIM RONIS SHANE CLINCH HOLDING UP THE SUPER 


LEAGUE PREMIERSHIP TROPHY WITH STATE 
OPPOSITION MINISTER FOR SPORT, 
RECREATION & TOURISM, MR CHRIS DOWNEY 
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ABOVE: CANTERBURY MARRICKVILLE GOALKEEPER STEVE 

TOLIOS RECEIVES HIS AWARD FROM NSW DEPARTMENT OF SPORT 
AND RECREATION DIRECTOR GENERAL MR WILLIAM GILLOOLY, AFTER BEING 
NAMED ‘PLAYERS PLAYER OF THE YEAR’ 


RIGHT: MEMBERS OF 
THE PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES TEAM WITH 

A NUMBER OF THE 
TROPHIES THEY 
WON AT THE PRE- 
SENTATION NIGHT. 
L To R: ANTHONY 
SURJAN, JASON 
HOLMEs, 
MALCOLM 
MEILAK, GEOFF 
GUNNING 
(CAPTAIN), MARK 
REVELEY, DAVID 

HUXLEY 
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First Division 
Weekend Preview 


WITH VERY LITTLE TO GO ON THE 
EIGHT MATCHES ARE ALL WIDE OPEN 
AFFAIRS. PAUL GOODWIN REPORTS. 


t?s on again. Here we are in 
| oe ready for the opening 
histle, in one of the earliest starts 

to a winter season I can remember. 

Sixteen teams make up this season’s 
First Division competition, two more 
than last year. 

Three teams — Illawarra Lions, 
Rockdale City Suns and Warringah 
Dolphins were relegated from the 
Super League, while Greystanes were 
promoted from the 2nd Division. 

Missing from last year’s competi- 
tion are Mount Druitt and Dulwich 
Hill. 

With no fewer than 30 games 
ahead of them the clubs will be looking 
to larger squads in order to combat the 
heavy schedule and injuries which will 
obviously plague a lot of teams during 
the winter. 

We look now at the prospects of 
each club in turn and see what the sea- 
son has in store. 


AUBURN UNITED 
THE club is not looking as solid as it 
normally does at this time of the year, 
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after losing quite a lot of players. 

It seems that strong defender Ante 
Krezo will be returning and also skip- 
per Gus Taskin, reliable Aydin Cetinay 
and Murat Kuru, but the absence of 
Gurdal Ozcan as well as quality players 
Nihat Ahmed, Nabil Codmani, Danny 
Blanco and Adam Moras will present 
incoming coach Erdal Safak with a 
host of tough challenges. 

Safak was once in charge of the 
under 21s, but it is a big ask of him to 
get this remaining group to perform to 
the standards we normally expect of 
Auburn. The club will need a good 
ball winner and a striker, not to men- 
tion a top keeper if they are to reach 
any great heights in 1997. 


BATHURST 75 

WITH long standing coach Joe Judge 
content to act as co-ordinator of 
juniors and bringing in his son Tony to 
take the under 18s jointly with Marty 
Felice, the major task has fallen to for- 
mer Western Region Academy head 
Paul Ivers. Ivers, a long-standing 
member of the first grade team, relish- 


es the propsect. His first job is to 
encourage Paul Waine, the brains of 
the side, to carry on for one more sea- 
son and he is also trying to get former 
CHS player Brett Chipperfield, from 
Dubbo, to make the move to Alex 
Lamberton Park for his first taste of 
senior soccer. With Brad Gallard, a 20- 
year-old midfielder, moving over from 
Orange and Tony Judge himself back 
from overseas to accompany brother 
David in the side, there is no shortage 
of local talent. The under 21s will be 
tended by new coach Rob Brown, 
from Orange, to complete an all new 
coaching line up this season. 


BELMORE HERCULES 


THE appointment of Marshall Soper 
as coach is a bold step after the veteran 
former Socceroo joined them as a 
player last season. 

It will be Soper’s first such engage- 
ment and one the club will expect to 
provide a bountiful harvest by the end 
of the season. 

Soper has an on-field presence and 
is likely to play an important role in 
most matches. 

The club won’t have the use of 
Blick Oval for some weeks and will 
look to garner as many points on its 
travels as possible in the early encoun- 
ters. 

They have been very active early on 
in trial games and havfe high expecta- 
tions of premiership honours again, 
after winning in 1995 and going close 
again last year. 


EASTERN SUBURBS 


THE dual Premiers and Champions, formerly Sydney 
Cosmos, were denied the promotion they had been hoping 
for and it will be interesting to see how much of a force they 
are this time around. 

It is likely that many big name players will have left and 
the club will look to players who have been biding their time 
in the Under 21 team to keep the Eastern Suburbs flag fly- 
ing. 
They had a good shake down run with the useful Fairfield 
side at Cabramatta Park a couple of weeks back and returned 
with a handy 3-1 win. 

Joe Watson (below) is hoping to retain most of the play- 
ers he has had around him for a few seasons now, such as 
Rudi Jerkovic, Tom McMorrow and others, but Ben Blake is 
off overseas to take up a contract. 

It is likely that the clu b will finish nearer the bottom than 
the top this time around. 


FAIRFIELD BULLS 


THE Nineveh club has poured plenty of time and money 
into establishing a top class soccer side out at Edensor Park. 
Tony Dunn is the new coach with Kelly Cross having taken 
up a senior NSW Federation appointment. 

Dunn has only retained a handful of last season’s players, 
among them crowd-pleaser Jamie Nunez, popular defender 
Robbie Grubba, colourful Mark Abi-Arrage and the promis- 
ing Eddie Pintos. 

Coming in are likely to be experienced defenders Keith 
Jeffs and Jason King. Rick and Chris Giometti and a second 
pair of brothers Nabil and Kamahl Codmani are reunited, 
having spent time together at Ryde. 

Nihad Ahmed could be persuaded to join them and he 
would prove quite an asset, as well as another who was with 
Auburn last term, Sacha Talevski. Scott Allan from Mount 
Druitt and Angelo Castiglioni from Trasandinos, will com- 
pete for the goalkeeping spots which should ensure a sound 
backing for the strong defensive line-up. 

Tall midfielder Sal Zullo has followed his former coach 
across from Concord Juniors, while Danny Georges has 
moved in from AC United. Shayne 
Borg and Ian Stoddart are two 
valuable players that Dunn has 
lured away from Mount 
Pritchard. 

The return of Dragan 
Grujic from Belmore and 
Jere Matosin from 
Dulwich Hill, after a sea- 
son away, is a great help to 
the stability of the side 
which now has more famil- 
iar faces than it looked like 
having just a few weeks ago. 


GREYSTANES 


PAUL Sparkes and his group of coaches, 
players and officials are not going to worry about the big 


Penrith Panthers Vs Hills United 


SATURDAY — Cook PARK (ST MARYS) — 3PM 


Troy Armstrong 
Richard Astone 
Peter Bennett 
Jarod Bone 

Bob Bosevski 
Andrew Brockbank 
Brett Buckpitt 
Kaan Davies 
Glen Donegal 
David Fitzharris 
Rowan Healey 
Daniel Hinton 
Daniel Margetts 
Darren Mcentee 
Chris Minol 
Aaron Murray 
Mick Patterson 
Craig Perring 
Rod Wilson 
Jason Wyngaard 


Terry Ide 

David Moss 
Laurence Hall 
Andrew Bow 
Adam Hagger 
Bob Casserley 
Darren Read 
Luke Allshorn 
Kevin Lester 
Justin Young 
Lawrie Mckinna 
Jason Eager 
Paul Meighan 
Bernhard Voloder 
Shane Coombes 
John Faulkner 


Matthew Goodwin 


Rockdale City Suns Vs Hlawarra Lions 


SUNDAY — ROCKDALE ILINDEN SPORTS 
CENTRE — 3PM 


David Aceski 
Mohammed Sabra 
Andrew Mchardy 
Robert Hanzek 
Peter Dameski 
Anthony Friedli 
Steve Zoric 

Toni Salev 

Spase Najdovski 
lain Macdonald 
Nick Bejkovski 
Zlatko Markovski 
Mile Trpcevski 
Mahmoud Saab 
Robert Todorovski 
Michael Kotevski 
Fernando Bideau 


Anthony Avellino 
Robert Trajcevski 
Jason Nedeski 
Jorge Alarcon 
Alexis Fernandez 
Vasco Sobevski 
Pece Maksovic 
Robert Ristevski 
Nicholas Ryan 
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Bathurst 75 Vs Eastern Suburbs 


SUNDAY — ALEC LAMBERTON — 3PM 


Braydon Barcham 
Paul Waine 
David Judge 
Adam Collins 


Ken Barwick 


Tony Clancy 

Tony Judge 

Mark Rooke 

Shaun Dixon 

Scott Mutton 

Shane West 

Adrian Renike 
Simon David 

Brent Griffiths 
Matthew Markwick 


Fairfield Bulls Vs Warringah Dolphins 


Les Bihari 

Gary Spivak 
Mathew Dihm 
Gerry Gomez 
Rudi Jerkovic 
Mick Daniels 
Kevin Watson 
Grant Lee 
Mathew French 
Steve Mccombe 
Chris Reading 
Yavos Ekinci 
Damien Shepherd 
Ben Blake 

Rick Oppedisano 


SUNDAY — NINEVEH FIELD — 3PM 


Scott Allan 

Angelo Castiglione 
Mark Abi-arrage 
Robert Grubba 
Chris Giometti 
Nathan Cuneen 


Dragan Grujic 
Keith Jeffs 
Jamie Nunez 
Fadi Chedid 
Kamal Codmani 
Nabil Codmani 
Rick Giometti 
lan Stoddard 
Danny Georges 
Darryn Carney 
Sasho Talevski 
Nihad Ahmed 
Richard Varga 
Jason Hallaby 


Peter Cveticanin 
Anthony Oppedisano 
John Sherry 
Danny Barbalace 
Kelvin Foster 

Ross Etherington 
David Guzzo 

Jun Miyamoto 
Frank Mesiti 
Roland Weber 
David Zavaglia 
Anthony Barbalace 
Hassan El Khan 
Nick Femia 

Nick Beram 

Mark Moult 

Peter Cetrangolo 
Anthony Surace 
Frank Chirillo 

Roy Papalia 
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names parading around the division; it has never worried 
them before as this strictly amateur club gets down to its busi- 
ness of winning matches. While nobody gets paid, the club 
takes a professional approach and has held onto the bulk of its 
players. Losing Mark Racker, though maybe not all season, 
they have retained key men like Kenny Bridge, mark 
Crittenden, Chris Sciberras, Scott Cumming and ultra ssafe 
keeper David Apps. Their progress will be monitored with 
great interest and there is no reason why they cannot emulate 


the deeds of Bathurst 75. 


HILLS UNITED 
THE well credentialled Hills under the watchful eye of 
Lawrie McKinna are sure to be a force again 
and have added some depth to an 
already strong squad from last year. 
Adam Moras is a fullback who 
will prove very useful and David 

Moss a utility player from 

Penrith who should fit in well 
at Fred Caterson Reserve. 

Bob Casserley (left) from 
Leichhardt Tigers is a man 
who will shore up the defence 
at the “Caterdome”, while the 

return of hard hitting Justin 

Young from injury will be good 
news for the supporters. 

Blacktown City have given the 
green light to Carson Cooper joining the 
club and the 22-year-old midfielder will prove a fine acquisi- 
tion. Terry Ide and Matthew Goodwin will be vying for the 
goalkeeping slot, but work commitments may prevent the 
reliable Daniel Bishop from turning out. 


ILLAWARRA LIONS 

FORMER Bankstown City coach Ljube Jancev has been 
appointed on a two year, fulltime basis as the Lions forge 
ahead with an ambitious multi-million project at Berkeley in 

Wollongong’s southern suburbs. 

The club is anxious to establish cordial relations with both 
the Wollongong Wolves and the local association in a bid to 
streamline the code in the district. 

Jancev has lured Anton Avellino to the South Coast from 
Bankstown, while Peter Murray has opted to stick with the 
Lions despite offers from Super League clubs. 

One of the favourites to take out the major honours. 


MOUNT PRITCHARD 

VIC DALGLEISH and the Mounties had a year they would 
probably rather forgetin 1996 and will be hoping for a better 
season this time round. 

It would seem most of last season’s better players are 
back, plus a few old faces returning to the scene, such as 
Vladan Radic and Franco Cosentino. The promise of Greg 
Baldock and the accomplished midfield probing of Scott 
Spurway will go along way too. 

We can expect to see Willie Aloisi and Frank Portolesi 


there once more, alongside Ante Zizic, Troy Davies 
andIliasOrfanidis. 

Possibly the best news for the Mounties is the arrivazl of 
top custodian Dragan Pupova from Blacktown City. He’ll be 
vying with Sime Krslovic, brother of ex-Socceroo Tony, for 
the job in goal. 


PENRITH PANTHERS 


THE Panthers may struggle this year after losing key per- 
sonnel either through retirement or having switched clubs in 
the off-season. 

Likewise the ground arrangements this year are a change 
for the better. The club will have the use of the main Penrith 
Park ground and play the occasional game at Cook Park, St 
Marys. 

On the playing side of things, the club is hoping to per- 
suade Andrew Brockbank to join them which should stiffen 
the defence. The retention of Peter Bennett is another bonus 
for the Panthers. 


ROCKDALE SUNS 
NEW coach Bill Pemelkovski, who had the under 18s last 
year, faces a tough task ahead of him as he goes about mould- 
ing a new squad. He has theservices of two Macedonian visa 
players in striker Spase Majdovski and utility Tony Salev. 
The pair along with club veteran Zlatko Markovski , an 
elegant midfielder, will form the nucleus of his squad. 
Former player and coach Bill Pilovski steps into the 
vacant under 18 coaching hot seat and his input will prove 
invaluable. We shall watch their progress with much interest. 


RYDE CITY GUNNERS 

COACH Les de Celis has signed only four new players this 
term, but has a solid squad which always does well in this 
division. 

His major capture is Matthew Borg from the Fairfield 
Bulls, a very handy striker, and Jim Boudaher from West 
Wanderers. 

The Gunners will be hoping that their home ground at T 
G Millner is in better shape than last year. But 
Ryde may have to settlefor something less 
ambitious this year unless theycan gain 
more consistency. But there’s little 
doubt de Celis will stick to his free- 
flowing style. 


HURSTVILLE CITY 
MINOTAURS 


PETER Sarikakis will be looking 
for a much improved season hav- 
ing lured a number of former 
Sydney Cosmos players across to 
the club. 

Thanks to major sponsor Priority 
One, he has secured the services of Louis 
Dounis (right), Peter Papoythis and George 
Kalogeras, while Jason Wells is back after a year’s lay-off. 


Greystanes Vs Hurstville City Minotaurs 


SUNDAY — MELITA STADIUM — 3PM 


David Apps 
Kenny Bridge 
Drew Cauchi 
Darren Crittenden 
Mark Crittenden 
Scott Cumming 
Simon Doueihi 
Michael Grass 
Todd Harper 

Bill Karkaletsis 
Scott Harris 
Andrew Kidd 
Darren Peters 
Brad Racker 
Craig Schofield 
Chris Sciberras 
Ryan Sciberras 
Justin Norman 
Darren Waterson 
Brendon Wilson 


John Mylonas 
Stellios Sampsonia 
Gerry Mamolis 
Peter Papoythis 
Sam Panagakis 
Tom Pontidas 
George Zabetakis 
Ricky Somboli 
Tony Mihaljevic 
George Kalogeras 
Dario Fernandez 
Ross Poulos 
Manvel Sarikakis 
Jim Iliopoulos 
Louis Dounis 
Jason Wells 

Peter Ifandoudas 
Con Kristallis 

John Pelekanos 
Mathew Remondos 


Mt. Pritchard Vs Auburn United 


SUNDAY — CoOoK PARK (BONNYRIGG) — 3PM 


Matt Darwen 
Troy Davies 
Willie Aliosi 

Ante Zizic 

Eric Lynch 
Andrew Fajardo 
Eddie Giraldo 
Scott Spurway 
Franco Cosentino 
Greg Baldock 
Marco Quintao 
Paul Arancio 
Scott Ferguson 
Steve Aravena 

Sime Krslovic 
Brett Smyth 


Haydar Arslan 
Murat Kuru 
Russell Cachia 
Yecel Cetinay 
John Karavana 
Erkin Elveren 
Ante Krezo 
Tolga Ors 
Mustafa Kadayifci 
Ugur Taskin 
Deniz Keselik 
Ali Senol 
Erkan Demir 
Hulusi Orhan 
Robert Issa 
Unal Ogmen 
Aydin Cetinay 
Hakan Sevgin 
K.S. Chang 
Roman Vedat 
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Likewise Tom Pontidas has made the switch from 
Stanmore, while Peter Spais is back in training a after sustain- 
ing a serious knee injury this time last year. 

The club will play all it’s early season games at Ernie Smith 
Reserve and remain confident that their regular home base, 
Hurstville Oval, will be available once the cricket season has 
finished. 


STANMORE HAWKS 


JOHN Sentas, who took Alexandria to the Second Division 
grand final last year, finds himself in charge of the former 
Cyprus United club. 

He has coaxed Eddie Briscoe into having another year 
with the club and looks set to be joined by Jason Oldridge 
and Burim Zajmi. 

The inclusion of custodian Paul Kyprianou will settle the 
nerves of supporters who have had little to cheer about since 
the glory days under Joe Watson. 

Ari Triantyfilou is stepping down after a year as skipper 
and will not play, but the likes of stopper Daniel Percy, 
schemere Paul Andricopoulos and ace marskman Con 
Anagnastopoulos should more than holds its own. 


WARRINGAH DOLPHINS 


WILY old coach Agenor Muniz is back in the division where 
he spent so many happy years with Dulwich Hill and believes 
that his youthful looking side can do a good job for him 
again. 

But it won’t be easy for the northern peninsular outfit 
decimated by a string of off-season departures. While Dean 
Harding and Matthew Lowe will be missing from last year’s 
senior side, stopper Danny Barbalace and 19 year old midfield 
talent David Guzzo will be back on deck. 

The return of stalwart clubman Ross Etherington is 
another boost to a squad bristling with talented youngsters. 

Muniz has a high opinion of beanpole ‘keeper Peter 
Cveticanin, 18, and entre-back Kelvin Foster, a year his 
junior. 

Others to look out for includeMancunian newcomer, 
Matt English, Jun Miyamoto, Peter Oppedisano, Roland 
Weber alongside the vastly experienced utility John Sherry. 


WEST WANDERERS 

EXPECT to see the Holroyd-based Wanderers competitive as 
usual, though few would be bold enough to predict a top five 
spot for the well-organised an nomadic club which has 
become almost a fixture at Chopin Park. 

Vlado Mickovski continues his association with the club 
after taking over from Bill Pilovski early last season. 

The club welcomes back Matthew Richardson after his 
sojourn in Europe, but goalkeeper Scott Starr has secured a 
contract in Scotland and won’t be back. Former Bonnyrigg 
and Mt Druitt youngster Vic Vella is the most likely candidate 
to replace Starr in goal. 

Chris Minol is a likely signing from Penrith and the big 
striker will prove an asset. 

Adrian Cachia seems set to move across from Mt 
Pritchard and Robert Portelli, after a year on the sidelines, 
could be back in the groove. 


This page 
can help you score 
two tickets to any 
Ericsson Cup match 


When you purchase the Ericsson GA 318, at Optus World you also receive a 
FREE double pass to any Ericsson Cup Match of your choice. Just bring in 
this page when you make your purchase to collect your FREE tickets. 


a 


ERICSSON 
GA 318 = 
DIGITAL | : 


*Conditions apply, including connection to TodayPlan 30, $65 connection fee and 
monthly access fee of $30. Minimum total cost over 12 months, including connection 
and access fee is $644. If connection is not maintained for 12 continuous months $250 
is payable. While stocks last. Limit of 3 per customer. 


6 2 
For the location of your yes 
nearest store please call 

OPTUS 


133 999 World 


AdTown OW033/Rev 


MATTHEW BINGLEY WAS ARGUABLY THE 
FIND OF THE FIRST SOCCEROO SQUAD 
COBBLED TOGETHER BY NEW 
NATIONAL COACH TERRY VENABLES. 


So occer Re 


Right across the state there will be a short fallin the — 
| number of referees available for games to be covered. 

From State League in Sydney to an amateur game at 

Griffith all will suffer from a shortage of referees. 


ae IN ° THE NSW REFEREES, by far the best referees in 
Australia. With oe PERE rity a are and 17 in 

, *. 

; feree branch near you. Both women 

s and men i in NSW currently have acjieved son at the highest 

_ level of refereeing, t that being their FIFA ba ge. These referees all 


eae 


| country centres, there i isar 


_ startec in one of ov our branches, in 


_ THE GAME NEEDS YOUR HELP URGI ENTLY COME & JOIN US. 
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efer ree es 


espite having been around the 
De Cup competition for a 

number of years, the former St 
George junior had just one senior cap 
next to his name. 

But that was all to change with the 
appointment of the highly visible 
Venables. 

He switched Bingley from his more 
familiar role in midfield to wing back 
and the Fairfield work horse relished 
the job. 

Bingley repaid the faith shown in 
him by Venables and assistant Raul 
Blanco by scoring the only goal in the 
Socceroo’s one-nil win against the 
Kiwis at Bob Jane Stadium. 

The Marconi dasher again tor- 
mented the South Korean defence in 
game two of the Optus World soccer 
series in Brisbane as the Socceroos 
came away with another win, this time 
a two-one result. 


es 


Call Soccer NSW on (02) 9629 1800 and 


Wa anted 


country branch. 


poe awen 


MATTHEW 
BINGLEY 


AGE: 25 
DATE OF BIRTH: 16.8.71 
HEIGHT: 185cM 
WEIGHT: 78KG 
POSITION: WIG BACK- 
MIDFIELD 
CLUB: MARCONI 
FAIRFIELD 
GOALS: 1 
FULL CAPS: FOUR 


| 
J 


While it was West Adelaide’s 
Robbie Hooker who produced the 
winner against Norway on a wet 
Sydney night, clearly Bingley did 
enough to suggest that he could figure 
in Venables’ plans for the upcoming 
tour of Croatia and Hungary. 


5 TA Tt “dl 
i So 


find out how you can help the game we 
all enjoy OR cut out this coupon and 
mail it to PO Box 6024, Blacktown 
Delivery Centre 2148 OR send it via fax 
(02) 9629 3770 for further information. 


THE USA ARE SET TO TOUR DOWN 
UNDER , ARRIVING FEBRUARY 2 FOR 
A THREE TEST MATCH SERIES 
AGAINST THE AUSTRALIAN TEAM. 
JANENE MAR REPORTS. 


cide with the annual Mitchell Cup and 
Shield competition in what is a fantas- 
tic coup for the country centre. 

The third test will be hosted in 
Canberra on Wednesday March 5 at 
the Bruce Stadium. 

Bathurst is again the place to be 
for some valuable pre-season 
competition with the 
annual Mitchell Cup 
and Mitchell Shield 
tournament set 
down for the week- 
end of March 1-2. 

With the news 
that Olympic cham- 
pions USA will play 
one of their three 
test matches at the 
local Carrington Park, a 


owned Olympic champions in 
Cis: the Americans are 

egarded as the most professional 
of outfits in the world of women’s 
football. 

The inaugural 1991 World champi- 
ons, their success and passion for pro- 
moting the sport has helped raise the 
profile of the game in every continent 
around the globe. 

The series also provides a rare 
opportunity to see our own National 


opportunity to get in that vital match 
practice and fine tuning before the 
start of the season. The Mitchell Cup 
consists of WSL teams or those of 
equivalent standard, with the Mitchell 
Shield contested by local 
All Age teams. Proctor Park will 
again host the preliminary 
matches, with the two finals 
to kick off at Carrington 
Park as curtain raisers to 
the Australian & USA 
international. Entries 
close on Friday 
February 14, with 
both events restricted 
to 16 teams each. 
For further details 
please contact Louise 
Yates at SNSW on (02) 


spot in the Mitchell draw 


now becomes hot property - 9629 1800, Jeff Saul on 

so get your entry in. (02) 9807 2514, Geoff 
The Mitchell event has grown in Stanmore on (063) 38 4371 or 

stature to be regarded as the premier mobile 019 455 445. 

pre-season event and an excellent JANENE MAR 


Team perform on home soil. The his- 
toric series kicks off on Friday February 
28 in either Sydney or Melbourne. 
This will be followed by a match in 
Bathurst on Sunday March 2 to coin- 


Soccer NSW Information Service 
Results e Fixtures 
Wet Weather News 


Go Straight to Your Division 
eNO WAITING e- 


State League * Womens ¢ Youth League 
Central Western League * Soccer News 


(75¢ per minute — ISD Higher rates 
apply from mobile and public phones) 
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The National 


League 


ydney United clearly spoilt 

Geese Wolves’ party at 

randon Park with a thumping 

4-] win to go six points clear at the top 
of the Ericsson Cup table. 

A record crowd of 10,158 packed 
the Fairy Meadow ground to watch 
the Wolves’ finish on the wrong end of 
an Ante Milicic hat-trick. 

With Socceroo coach Terry 
Venables in the stand, Milicic took full 
toll of some poor defensive marking to 
have the Pumas from Edensor Park 
two goals up inside the opening 25 
minutes of the match. 

The second half opened with 
Milicic missing a sitter after the hard- 
working Socceroo David Zdrilic creat- 
ed the opening on the left. 

Milicic’s triple strike took him to 
12 goals for the season, one less 
than Puma team mate 
David Zdrilic. 

United made cer- 
tain of the three pre- 
miership points 
through defender 
Robert Trajkovski, 
who was always dan- 
gerous going for- 
ward on the right, 
beat two _ tackles 
before Wollongong’s 
Gary Van Egmond 
(right) deflected a low 
cross into his own net. 

Going into the game in third 
place, the Wolves played some enter- 
prising football in midfield but failed to 
make any real impact. 

Apart from when midfielder 
Anthony Surjan scored the Wolves’ 
only goal, the one time in the match 
that Socceroo goalkeeper Zeljko Kalac 
was really tested was when he saved 
from Wollongong replacement Manis 
Lamond late in the game. 

The United defence gave Kalac an 


PETER KOGOY LOOKS 


AT THE GAMES AROUND 


THE COUNTRY. 


easy night with veteran Velimir 
Kupresak and Mark Babic clearly on 
top. 
But Babic earned the wrath of ref- 
eree Mark Shields and received a yel- 
low card for what can only be 
described a crudely-timed tackle on 
Wolves midfielder Sonny Sevin. 

Sevin spent the second half of the 
match in Wollongong Hospital suffer- 
ing concussion. 

Former Socceroo striker David 
Mitchell has forecast a big improve- 
ment in his game after his losing debut 
against Perth Glory. 

The veteran Mitchell, who has 
signed with UTS Olympic, was an 
obviously weary player after the team 
crashed 2-0 against third placed Perth 

Glory at Belmore Sports Ground. 
Mitchell had a heading 
chance in each half and 
was moved out of his 

attacking midfield 
role into a central 
striking position 
midway through 

the second half. 

He got to a 

cross from Brett 
Emerton in the 
first half but keep- 
er Vince Matassa 
pushed the ball away 
for a corner. 
His attempt in the sec- 
ond half should have been a 
trademark Mitchell goal from another 
cross by Emerton but the ball went 
high. 

The Glory is solid in the league 
table behind Sydney United and the 
slumping Brisbane Strikers but still 
faces challenges from five other teams 
for a playoff place. 

The South Melbourne Lakers trail 
by one point, with another point to 
Adelaide City and Wollongong, fol- 


lowed by West Adelaide and Marconi. 

“Although we’ve only lost once in 
our last eight games we still need to 
win another four matches to be sure of 
a top six berth,” said Perth coach Gary 
Marocchi. 

“The result was good for us against 
Olympic after a three weeks break and 
shows we’re still on track. 

“But I think striker Bobby 
Despotovski should be given a chance 
in the national squad. He has been 
beating national team defenders in 
league games and has shown he 
deserves a bigger opportunity.” 

Despotovski has moved to third 
place on the goal scorers list with 10 
goals, behind only the Sydney United 
pair of David Zdrilic (13) (pictured 
next page) and Ante Milicic (12). 

Perth will be at home on Sunday 
against West Adelaide which is four 
points behind and another massive 
crowd is expected at the East Perth 
ground. 

Olympic, which is away to last 
placed Canberra Cosmos, is eight 
points behind the sixth placed 
Wollongong and needs to stage a form 
reversal to qualify for the semi-finals. 

Man of the match Francis 
Awaritefe gave Marconi a late lifeline 
when his accuracy enabled the Sydney 
team to snatch a 1-0 win over the 
Canberra Cosmos at Bossley Park. 

The tireless Awaritefe once again 
found a gap in the Canberra defence 
and his 79th minute cross into the goal 
area gave midfielder Brad Maloney a 
straight shot into the goal. 
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“Tt was my fifth goal in the league 
and my first clear shot for the night,” 
Maloney said. 

“IT had missed a few ordinary 
attempts earlier.” 

Neither side really deserved to 
score in the drab first half. 

Marconi used long, high passes to 
try and break the four man Canberra 
backline while the Cosmos consistently 
worked the ball into scoring range but 
wasted its efforts with poor crosses. 

It took 22 minutes before 
Marconi’s Craig Foster forced the 
game’s first corner against a team 
which is running last. 

Big Ante Juric capably led the 
Canberra defence and had a scoring 
chance midway through the half 
but could not control the pass. 

Marconi’s only real chance 
came just before the break when 
Awaritefe headed a corner onto 
the crossbar. 

The big striker gave an indi- 
cation that he could turn the 
game with a series of runs mid- 
way into the second half: 

He beat three defenders in 
the 63rd minute but put a left 
foot shot wide of the upright 
and was through again one 
minute later but was denied 
by keeper Tony Giannasca. 

The goal forced Canberra 
into attack and the visitors wasted 
three close range opportunities in the 
last five minutes. 

John Koch had two chances 
blocked while Tony Lemezina delayed 
his strike and was robbed of the ball. 

“We put them under pressure in 
the second half and needed to score to 
force them to open up from their 
defensive game,” said Marconi coach 
Manfred Schaefer. 

“I was worried at one stage that we 
were not going to score but we were 
getting closer as the game proceeded.” 

Adelaide City dealt Brisbane 
Strikers’ national soccer league hopes a 
jolt with a resounding 3-1 win at 
Suncorp Stadium. It was Brisbane’s 
third loss in four outings. 

Adelaide City, fielding three 
Socceroos including new national skip- 
per Alex Tobin, had too much experi- 
ence for the young Strikers who were 
weakened by the loss of experienced 
player-coach Frank Farina, skipper 
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Alan Hunter and Socceroo Sean 
Cranney. 

The visitors took an early lead after 
only 17 minutes when midfielder Brad 
Hassell outstripped opposite Gary 
Phillips and Danny Wright for pace 
before having his shot smothered by 
keeper Graham Ross. 

Although Ross did a superb job to 
deny the initial shot, the rebound fell 
perfectly for Hassell allowing an easy 
tap in. 

The Strikers, who remain second in 
the lead behind Sydney United despite 
their defeat, hit back with several 
attempts before halftime. 


However, Adelaide City, which has 
the League’s second best defensive 
record, stifled the Strikers’ numerous 
raids, restricting the homeside to long 
range shots before the break. 

Adelaide City goalkeeper Jason 
Petkovic, a member of Terry Venables’ 
recent Socceroo squad, proved the dif 
ference between the sides in the first 
half. 

Petkovic was determined not to 
repeat his horror performance at 
Suncorp Stadium in the corresponding 
match last year won by the Strikers 7-1. 

In the final 15 minutes before the 
break, the Strikers fired in five shots 
from 20 metres but failed to really test 
the Socceroo squad keeper. 

Petkovic’s only blemish came less 
than a minute before the break when a 
Mark Battistin shot was cleared off the 
line by Adelaide midfielder Angelo 
Costanzo. 

The Strikers hit back to draw level 
in the 71st minute after local referee 


Derek Crawford awarded a controver- 
sial penalty for a foul on substitute 
striker Wayne Knipe which was put 
away by Battistin. 

However the visitors were soon 
stung back into action taking the lead 
seven minutes later in the first of a dou- 
ble from striker Michael Brooks. 

A bad mistake from reliable 
defender Glen Gwynne set up Brooks 
with an easy goal in the 78th minute 
before the visitors wrapped up the 
match three minutes later, when 
Brooks outstripped the Strikers’ 
defence, having his shot deflected into 
the goal off Wright. 

Collingwood relaunched its 
bid to become an Ericsson 
Cup power with a hard- 
fought 1-0 win against the 
Melbourne Knights. 

Con Boutsianis produced 
a surging run just before the 
break, latching onto a Goran 
Lozanovski crossfield _ ball, 
tucking it sweetly inside the 
post to give his team the lead 
and eventually the game. 
The Warriors were second 
last before this game, but with 
new signing of former Socceroo 
Alan Davidson in defence the 
backline looked a more solid 
outfit. 

It was a crucial game for both 
aise as the Knights, back-to-back pre- 
miers, needed a win to move up from 
ninth place and keep in touch with the 
leaders. 

The victory napped a losing 
drought for the Warriors which 
stretched for 11 games. 

The Warriors had to weather a 
Knights fightback for much of the sec- 
ond half and Andrew Marth had two 
headers cleared off the line as the home 
side pressed forward in numbers. 

Apart from the goal there was little 
to be excited about from the Warriors’ 
performance, but the league newcom- 
er played calculated soccer and gave lit- 
tle away at the back. 

Warriors coach Zoran Matic played 
down the victory as a turning point for 
his club and distanced himself from the 
promise of a resurgence by club offi- 
cials. 

“Let’s win a couple more games 
then [ll tell you if it’s resurgence or 

ot,” he said. 


Knights’ coach Ian Dobson said his 
side had dominated much of the game 
but just could not break down the 
Warriors where it counted, in the 
penatly area. 

An all-in brawl marred South 
Melbourne Laker’s 2-0 win over 
Gippsland Falcons in a fiery national 
Ericsson Cup match at Bob Jane 
Stadium. 

The game turned spiteful when 
veteran Falcon’s striker Billy Wright 
was introduced 20 minutes from the 
end. 

Wright allegedly lashed out at 
South Melbourne goalkeeper Michael 
Petkovic almost straight away which 
sparked a toe-to-toe with Lakers 
defender Alex Kuzmanovic. 

Match referee Eugene Brazzale 
booked both players but tensions only 
got worse. 

A melee then broke out four min- 
utes later when Gippsland goalkeeper 
Jim Kourtis was hacked by South 
Melbourne boots in a frantic goal- 
mouth scramble. 

Tempers boiled over with opposing 
players scuffling in the goal net as play 
was held up for several minutes. 

Frank Arok, a former South 
Melbourne coach now in charge of the 
Falcons, could not believe his eyes 
when Brazzale booked two of his play- 
ers. 

“T think the referee was protecting 
the home goalkeeper very well, but 
when our goalkeeper was kicked 
four or five times our players 
got the yellow card,” Arok 
said. 

“Tt was a little bit 
hard to understand.” 

South Melbourne 
coach Angie Postec- 
oglou said the fight 
wasn’t good for the 
game but claimed that 
Wright was deliberately 
brought on late in the 
match to cause trouble. 

Postecoglou said Wright 
was the type of player who goad- 
ed opponents and threatened injury 
with his vigorous style of play. 

“T don’t think that is good for the 
game,” Postecoglou said. 

Arok did not want to be drawn into 
the controversy but said he simply 


brought on Wright as an attacking 
option with his side trailing by one 
goal. 

The win maintained South 
Melbourne’s unbeaten record against 
the Falcons over five seasons and has 
taken their run to six wins from 
their past eight NSL 
encounters. 

Gippsland however 
were unlucky that 
South Melbourne 
scored in first half 
injury time and 
then with only a 
minute remaining 
before the final 
whistle. 

SO AW tah 
Melbourne — cap- 
tain Paul Trimboli 
was kept relatively 
quiet by teenage 
Falcons defender 
Clayton Bell but. still 
managed to hit the post 
twice and have a hand in each 
goal. 

Ivan Kelic gave South Melbourne 
the lead seconds before half-time when 
he volleyed a Trimboli cross with his 
left instep. 

The Lakers had less possession in 
the second half and were foiled when- 
ever they went forward by Kourtis who 
was clearly Gippsland’s best player. 

Kourtis was unlucky however when 

Vaughan Coveny scored in the 
89th minute after Trimboli’s 
strike rebounded off the 
post to his feet. 

A second half panic 
attack cost the 
Newcastle Breakers 
victory in the 
Ericsson Cup league 
match at Hindmarsh 
Stadium. 

Boosted by a 
fourth minute goal, the 
young Breakers, under 
John Kosmina’s coaching 
dominated the Sharks for the 


first hour but fell apart soon after 


allowing the West Adelaide Sharks to 
score a 2-] win and stay in touch with 
the top six. 

A sizzling run through the penalty 
area by Youth Socceroo Clayton Zane 


led to the first goal with his cross 
deflected in by West defender Frank 
Tibaldi. 

The Sharks defence, without 
Robbie Slager and Con Kokkinoplitis, 
was cracking but it was Newcastle’s 

which self destructed late in the 
game. 
The turning point 
came in the 59th minute 
when goalkeeper Liam 
Baker ran out of his 
area to try and cut 
off a through ball to 
West striker Jim 
Tsekinis. 

He never had a 
chance of making it 
and was rounded by 

Tsekinis, with his 
shot at the vacant 
goal blocked by a 
lunging Newcastle 
defender. 

The ball rebounded to 
Tsekinis, who was tripped as he 
tried to pass Matt Austin. 

Captain Robbie Hooker (above) 
buried the penalty kick and 10 minutes 
later Tsekinis volleyed home the win- 
ner from the top of the penalty area 
after Newcastle failed to properly clear 
a cross from Nathan Day. 

Possible victory had turned to 
defeat for the Breakers, who had all the 
early chances and could have been up 
by more had Jason Bennett finished 
better and West keeper Michael 
Harkness had not been in such great 
touch. 

A first half free kick from Troy 
Halpin, who dominated the midfield in 
the first half, was brilliantly blocked by 
Harkness and it rebounded into the 
path of Bennett, who skied his shot 
over the crossbar from five metres out. 

Bennett was given another chance 
to score 10 minutes into the second 
half when a through ball baffled the 
Sharks defence, paving the way for the 
striker to have a one-on-one with 
Harkness. 

This time he was chopped down by 
the keeper as he tried to get around 
him but referee Andy Gorton ignored 
the calls for a penalty. 

West extended its winning run to 
four games and kept seventh spot on 
the NSL ladder. 
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RESULTS FROM ROUND 15 - Ericsson Cup 
MARCONI 1 (B Maloney 79m) bt Canberra 0 at Marconi Stadium. (cs) 
Referee: C Diomis. Crowd: 4,279. 

ADELAIDE CITY 3 (B Hassell 17m M Brooks 78m 81m) bt BRISBANE STRIKERS 1 (M Battistin pen 71m) at 
Suncorp Stadium. Referee: D Crawford. Crowd: 4,169. 

SYDNEY UNITED 4 (A Milicic 17m 25m 90m, G Van Egmond (own goal 67m) bt WOLLONGONG CITY 1 (A 
Surjan 84m) at Brandon Park, Wollongong. Referee: M Shields. Crowd: 10,158 (ground record). 
COLLINGWOOD WARRIORS 1 (C Boutsianis 44m) bt MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 0 at Knights Park, Sunshine. 
Referee: G Connolly. Crowd: 6000. 

SOUTH MELBOURNE LAKERS 2 (I Kelic 45m V Coveny 89) bt GIPPSLAND FALCONS 0 At Bob Jane Stadium. 
Referee: E Brazzale. Crowd: 3239. 

PERTH GLORY 2 (D Barrett own goal 11m B Despotovski 41m) bt UTS OLYMPIC 0 at Belmore Sports Ground. 
Referee: B Hugo. Crowd: 7,124. n 

WEST ADELAIDE 2 (R Hooker pen 59m J Tsekinis 69m) bt NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 1 (F Tibaldi og 4m) at 
Hindmarsh Stadium. Referee: A Gorton. Crowd: 3,800. 


SUPER LEAGUE PRE-SEASON CUP ROUND 2 February 15-16 


SOUTHERN GROUP 


Canterbury M/Ville v Macarthur Rams Sunday St George Stadium 3 pm 
St George Saints v Bankstown City Lions Sunday St George Stadium 5pm 
Sutherland Sharks v Leichhardt Tigers Sunday St George Stadium 7pm 


NORTHERN GROUP 


Bonnyrigg White Eagles v Sydney United Saturday Pluim Park 4pm 
Central Coast v Parramatta Eagles Saturday Pluim Park 6pm 
Adamstown Rosebud v Blacktown City Demons Saturday Adamstown Oval 6pm 


IST DIVISION ROUND 2: SUNDAY February 16 


Warringah Dolpins v Rockdale City Suns Cromer Park 3pm 
Illawarra Lions v Greystanes lan McLellan Park 3pm 
Eastern Suburbs v Fairfield Bulls Wentworth Park 3pm 
Hills United v Bathurst 75 Fred Caterson Res 3pm 
Mt Pritchard v Penrith Panthers Cook Park 3pm 
Stanmore Hawks v Auburn United Arlington Oval 3pm 
West Wanderers v Belmore Hercules Chopin Park 3pm 


Hurstville City Minotaurs v Ryde City Gunners Ernie Smith Res 3pm 
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HARD enough, this game will be OUrS,”’ 


Well, we didn’t want to be_the_ones 
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We’re right behind Australian soccer. 
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Ericsson telecommiuinications 1s’ proud to announce the start of a long-term 
‘ partnership*with Australian soccer. As major sponsor, we'll be doing all we 
can to get behind the world’s favourite sport, right here in Australia. 
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